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CIA Is Sald to Increase

ri’ o Asoctmdm

The CIA has increased its esti-
“mate of Soviet. military. manpower
by 1 million men to a new total of

" 5.8 million, Rep. Les Aspin (D-Wis.) -

. said yesterday. .
»- The new. figure, -however, reflects
- ‘an improved estimate of Soviet non-
. combat troops assigned to construc-
tion, civil defense and internal secu-
+ rity rather than an increase in fight-
mg manpower, Aspin said. -
" “The larger estimate represents no

mcrease in Soviet numerical strength -

and no. incredse-in the CIA’s esti-

. 'mate of what it refers to as the ‘na-

~ tional security force.” Manpower in

" the combat services is still estimated
i at 4.3 million,” he said.

* “Some people are going to dlstort

the new estimate to make the public

= think the Sovxeta are stronger, when

I really they have no additional mil-
-“jtary capability and all the newly

- discovered troops are doing the same
stuff we thought they were doing

- with fewer people,” he said.

. “In fact, it underscores how inef-

Sowet Tmop Estl_mates

- military manpower at 4.8 million
counted 520, 000 troops as non-com-}
" bat forces. - it

" noted that “under the all-volunteer

-tion and pay their recruits 3.80 ru-

_itary cannot.”

ficient the Soviets are—how the
Russian forces get less kﬂl for - the
kopek,” hesaid. -

CIA spckesman Dale Peterson
said- the agency would have no com-
ment until it had been able to study
Aspin’s statement. . ’
- According to Aspin, the CIA’s
1978 estimate putting total Soviet

- The revised Soviet mlhtary total
greatly outnumbers America's 2.1
million uniformed military person-
nel. But Aspin, 2 member of the
House Armed Services Committee,’

force, the U.S. armed forces have
begun learning to economize on uni-}
formed manpower. Non-military jobs
have been handed over to civilians.”

“The Soviets still have cm«cnp-

bles (about $6) a month,” he said.
“They can_ afford to be proﬂxgate
with- ‘manpower while the U.S. mll'l

. .., . - . ‘
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